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Purpose of the Study: The management of tuberculosis (TB) in HIV-infected patients remains a
clinical challenge, especially for those working in resource-limited settings with high TB incidence. In
thistalk, the burden of TB among patients accessing antiretroviral treatment (ART) in both high-income
and resource-limited settings will be described, and the long-term impact of treatment on risk of TB will
be reviewed. Potential reasons why TB incidence remains persistently elevated during long-term ART
will be explored and the implications for TB control highlighted. The potential difficulties associated
with administration of ART among patients receiving rifampicin-containing TB treatment regimens are
many and include pharmacokinetic interactions, impaired drug tolerability, increased pill burden,
impaired adherence, co-toxicity, and management of adverse effects. However, data from several
different settings now indicate that concurrent TB treatment does not undermine virological and
immunol ogical responses among patients receiving standard dose NNRTI-based regimens. The optimal
timeto initiate ART among patients with HIV-associated TB, however, remains unknown and there is
no consensus among international guidelines. New data examining the risks associated with TB immune
reconstitution disease among those receiving early ART and the mortality risk associated with delayed
ART will be presented. These strongly suggest that treatment should be recommended as soon as
practically possible for those with advanced immunodeficiency.
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