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OBJECTIVE: To study the prevalence of HIV infection among drug users (DU) in a drug treatment 
program in Puerto Rico (PR).

METHODS: DU voluntarily agreed to participate in the study. Information concerning drug use, 
sexual and medical history was obtained. A screening test (EIA) and supplemental test (Western blot 
or IFA) were used to determine HIV antibody status.

RESULTS: In 1987 and 1988 a total of 125 ambulatory and asymptomatic DU were tested. Mean age 
was 36 year-old (range: 24-64) and the mean duration of drug use was 11 years. There were 108 
intravenous drug users (IVDU) and 17 non-intravenous drug users (NIVDU). Results are as follows:

Subjects Number Seronegative Seropositive

DU 125 79 (63%) 46 (37%)

IVDU 108 64 (59%) 44 (41%)

NIVDU 17 15 (88%) 2 (12%)

Of the 105 heterosexual IVDU 42 (40%) were seropositive. Drug used by IVDU was reported as 
follows: heroin and cocaine (76%), heroin (22%), and cocaine (12%).

http://www.iasociety.org/
file:///countries/puertorico.html


CONCLUSION: IVDU in PR are among those at greatest risk for HIV infection. Effective programs 
to reduce risk are urgently needed.
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