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OBJECTIVE: To describe the history and public hedth issues surrounding HIV par tner
notification and determine how often sexual partnerships dissolve and behaviors change after
partner notification for HIV as compared to partner notification for syphilis.

METHODS: Participants included individuas with HIV or syphilis who received partner
notification services (index patients). A trained interviewer administered a quegtionnaire
regarding partnerships and behaviors at basdline and a 3 months and 6 months after partner
notification.

RESULTS: As of December 1998, we had enrolled 21 HIV index patients who reported 28
partnerships and 30 syphilis index patients who reported 52 partnerships. All participants were
African-American, 84% were heterosexua, and 51% were mae. At basdine, 50% of the HIV
partnerships and 48% of the syphilis partnerships were self -reported as concordant (i.e. both
positive). Six HIV index patients who reported 14 partnerships and 13 syphilis index patients who
reported 20 partnerships at baseline have completed 3 months of follow -up. Fifty percent (7/14)
of the HIV partnerships and 55% (1 1/20) of the syphilis partnerships had dissolved. Three HIV
partnerships and one syphilis partnership abstained from sex. Among the 4 HIV partnerships
remaining sexually active, condom use at last sex act was reported in 4 par tnerships at baseline
and 3 at follow-up. Among the 8 syphilis partnerships remaining sexualy active, condom use at
last sex act was reported in 3 partnerships at baseline and 4 at follow up. Four new partnerships
were reported (I HIV and 3 syphilis).

CONCLUSIONS: Preliminary results from this ongoing study suggest that a large percentage of
sexual partnerships dissolved after partner notification for HIV and for syphilis. Some
partnerships became abstinent but condom use changed little among those rema ining sexualy
active. The changes in partnerships and behaviors after HIV partner notification appeared smilar
to changes after syphilis partner notification.
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